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Halo Hits Jackpot

Hurdreds of lacal children who have beer abused o neglectad and placad ir fosier care benefit from the proceeds

raised ot alo Socisty's annual Cowtown Casing lundroiser,

DETTING On & FUTURL / Proceeds free Hado Sacieip’s Cowvern Cacinn benefit han-
dreds af focal chitdven whs hove beer neglected and placed fu forter cave.
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OT SINCE BAT MASTERSON AND WYATT EARP
STACKED CHIPS AT THE CARD TABLES OF THE
WHITE ELEFHANT SALOON HAS A LUIVELIER BUNCH
FLATED THE ODDS IN THE STOCKYARDS —that is
until the Halo Sociery came 1o owr,

The children’s charity is hosting w5 second anmual
Cowrown Casing at River Ranch in the Stockyards, March
7 The games are for entertinment only, but the stales
couldn’t be higher. The ticket sales, donations and silent
auction proceeds (o the event henefir bundreds of local
children whao have been abused or neglected and placed in
the foster care system. Halo acts as guardian angel t these
kids by supporting CASA of Tarrant Councy, the local
chapter of a nationwide volunteer organizarion of couri-
appointed children’s advocates and operating two comple-
mentary charity programs for the families CASA serves,

The night includes o buffet-stvle barbecue dinner, a
cash bar and a chance to hob-knob with some big names.
Miss Texas 2008, Rebeces Robinson of Butfalo, will be a
guest of honor and hostess, signing autopraphs and greei-
ing guests,

"The Cowtown Casing is a really fun night and a grea
way to ratse money, bur the real story is whar we de with
that money all vear through the Halo Society,” said Jodi
Beard, directar of public relations for Halo,

The auxiliary services provided o CASA bring aware-
ness and aid 1o the organizacion, which trains and provides
volunteer advocates who are then court-appoinred by a
judge to stody the case and gei (0 know the child's situa-
tion. Volonteers watch over and advocae, miaking sure the
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child doesn’t get lost in the averburdened legal and social
service system or an inappropriace gronp or foster home,
They ensurc this happens by sraying with the case unl it
is closed and the child is placed in 4 2k, permanent hame.

Bric Shelton, whi en-founded The Talo Society with
his wife, Bridger, in mid-2007, became invalved with
CASA thrangh an annual golf townament his profes-
sionial organization pot on to benefie the arganization, The
couple quickly realized that there was a limit on how muoch
meoney could be raised at the event and wanted 1o do more,
s they approached CASA with some alternative ideas,
“The funny thing was chae [ feared chey were poing o ask
me tn do another golf tournament, and they wers afraid T
was going o ask them to do another golf tournament,” Bric
gand, “In the end, they tald me 1o use iy judprnent and see
what I could come up wich.”

A few months larer, Halo was born, Three area legal
groups— The Fort Waorth Chapter of the Association of
Legal Administrators, the Tarrant County Young Law-
vers Association and the Women's Secton of rthe Tarrant
Connty Bar Association—helped launch the charity by
sponsoring a donation drive, Since its inception less than
twi years ago, the Socicry has grown to include more than
200 tnembers and has raised thousands of dollars for che
cause, In addition o raising awareness abour CASA and
steering volunteers and monetary donations to the orga-
nization, Halo operaltes two aid programs to henefi the
tamilies represented by CASA,

The Apple Tres program, much like the Salvation
Army Angel Tree, provides a package of school supplies in
a new backpack complete with school clothes and shoes to
et kids started off right at their new school. Tlaln House,
the organizadon’s ather program, provides some of the
liasic househald irems the Banilies of newly placed children
necd o prepare [or their arrival,

The Halo Socicty members never actually get to meet
the kids they help. Decause of privacy laws regarding
children in fuster eare, the children’s identities are never
known by ther guardian angels. *We are Aghting for the
kids char nobody ever sees or hesrs from,” he said. “11 s a
selfless act, and char is what really warms people’s hearts.
It's a true act of chariry” @




